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LCP member Joe Baltich called up by the Twins — to paint

Ely artist one of 10 across state selected fnr ‘R:pple Effect’ auction

When the call from the Minnesota Twins
cam, Joe Baltch didn't believe it

He wasn' joining the big league squad. It
wasnt #hat call. Balrich is a GA-year-old ardst
and resort owner in Ely, and he doesn't even
like spores thar much.

It was abour ps unrlnq for the ream, and he
was adamanr the offer wasn't real, so he let the
email sit for a few months.

The team’s persistent outreach eventually paid
off. Baltich looked into the offer more, and

it rurned out w be very real. The Minnesota
“Tiwins wanted his work.

-“]E"r" 1(.1(}!{(‘(* e lIP I.Ild “LU'I[“I me lWquuM
my style was different, they saw my work and
they wanted that,” Baltich said. “It was a huge

honor o be picked for that. | mean, i's like,
"Wow, | can't believe this.™

"Thar’s how the lifelong Elyite ended up

on a sidewalk ousside” |.U‘Ej.l Field in early
June, with the moming rush hour traffic of
Interstate 394 below him, live painting a chair
for abour eight hours smaight.

“The week was just unbelievably ||1tc'ru:mng,,
Baltich said. “Things thac | would never in a
million vears have rlmughr [ was going to be

L'].l'.HI'I" two months A0,

Baliich and nine other Minnesot artists from
across the state were selecred |J"r the Twins as
part of the team’s “City Conneat” campaign.
The Nike-desipned alternare uniforms ]fcmed
heavily into Minnesotas Land of 10,000
Lakes moniker, FL‘:I‘L'LIr'-II'lg a sun and water

dmig;n inspirccl by the “Ripple Effect

"The artists painted original works on
Minnesota-shaped Adirondack chairs
handmade by Saegerville Cedar in Eagan.
Each arrist painted two chairs — one placed
in public locations across Minnesota and the
other was auctioned off 1o benefir statewide
nonprofits,

Balrich said the team wanred a sun-splashed

lake scene from the famed Boundary Warers,

which surround his Jasper Lake resort and
gallery on three sides. At the mid-June

J.u.ulun, Baltich’s chair was among the top
rwo sold, with a final bid of $2,550,

“I was hoping it would come our looking like
this,” Baltich said. “1 needed s.umr:rhmgt hat
| could move ﬂung with because I'm nn|:.
going ro have a 10-hour window to get bath
done, so when | got this done, | was very
happ}' with ir.”

The second chair will remain ar the
Marthwind Im‘tgc & Fernberg Gallery, 2267
Fernberg Read in Ely, .I|nng with Balricls
other mek and the famous Hc!um’mn Warers
painted canoe.

Locations of the other chairs on display, and
more information about the l'hp].l]t' Effect

campaign, can e found at https:/fwww, mib.
com/twins/ fa.nsa'mtv-conmn_dnpplt_ effect. @
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LCP volunteers help cook up a big night at VFW

TU'.'.]. K\"]J.VJ.“.L
commander
of VEW Post

Rapids, heard

the sounds of a
well-run kitchen
as he made his
rounds on June 7.

The sizzle of
fresh Shirley
Burgers and
lElllgh[Cr HH‘WL".{
throughout the
Post, a sign of
the night ro
come as Lake
C.{J‘UI“ I‘:.' I}UW'L'!.—
employees
\"('.IIU" L’.'.'t'rtd

FLh3 l]:“_' {.'E'IL'&.
helping
|'|'|'L'[I'|bt:]'5' al]d
guests mark the
80th anniversary of D-Day.

Post 1720 was abuzz that night. Burgers flew off the
grill at a rate Kvilvang had never seen — more than 60
within a few hours — forcing an imprompiu grocery
run for more mear, chips and pickles to keep up.

*The servers and bartenders were thrilled to death
because the place was full,” he said. “Next time, I'd have
| (II'I.IPIL‘ L'IE- th'I'Il gﬁ.‘l SCIVE, WC hﬂfl CMAC SCIVET Ll'.l.ﬂt Iligl'.ll

and she was hopping,”

Volunteering from LCP were Al Dorr, Jason Hoerer,
Derck Howe, Jennie Otten, Diean Smith and Tami
Zaun. All assumed their roles in the buger-making
process from cooking o handling cheese, pickles, buns,
onions and chips.

“The crew did a fantastic job, they were fun, and best
of all, they had fun,” Kvilvang said. “Whoever was
cooking, we want to hire him.”

Finding volunteers was a boan for Post 1720, It has 220
members and only about 10 percent are able to help a
most events. The Post recently reduced the days it opens
the kitchen to the first Friday of the month due to the
struggles in staffing volunteers and promoting meals
consistently:

Pn::f_'t.'cd.‘i E-l'(}i'.l'l :lt'{: IDLIIIgC F2d 1]51’."d ({0} d[}l'.l:ltc [ (8] lﬂfﬂl
sports teams. Since most boosters are not 501(c)(3)

|1U11Prufl[b I\'ﬁ"]t"ﬂ.|l.|'.|f__| I5 I.llTl]r.Ld 8] l.ht |L1Llngt_ Pmlllb .EU].—
domnations.

The June 7 burger night raised more than $500 that can
MW g0 1o ﬂ!l'l'll'l?llll'lil}" LEAUMS.

“It was very helpful,” he said. “lt was nice to have
people come and give us a break, and help us promorte
it. So many people shared it that we had people come in
from 100 miles away.”

Kvilving said the Post is always open to volunteers,
especially for a Combat Veterans Motorcycle
Association I'Id{. LDI.I"I.__E; tl'.llﬂli"h (_ll":'l.ﬂd. Rﬂpl{iﬁ o
Sept. 7. The dinner thac nighr will raise money for the
organization, which is rldmg in honor of a Post 1720
vercran lh"lE t{}ﬂk hiS III.'L E[ IS i'llb.l::l LL'IFI&-J\-[LJ'I['EI', ﬁlL\i“g
money for a veterans crisis response team that helps
E'IUI.LM... ]Dﬁ.ﬂl llul'l'.l.(.li_"sb veLenns.

Kvilving can be reached at 218-244-5301 or by calling
the Post dircctly at 218-326-9937. 8
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Notice is required for meter removal

Safety and the management of
member resources are the key reasons
for highlighting Lake Country Power's
policy concerning
unreported removal
of electric meters
from the socket.

Members who
need to remove
their meter from
the socket will be
required to notify
the cooperative
before a licensed
EIL{lriull contractor
can E‘.K:]’j_l}rm '[I]E
lﬂ]“;. I-l ]"l.U‘SE 'h"l."l 10
wish to have their
meter pulled for any reason not
needing a qualified electrician must
call the co-op so LCP employees can
safely de-energize the meter base.

S

By RYAN FERGUSON
Sr. Engineer,
Metering & SCADA

Due to the extreme hazard of electrical
contact, this safety measure is in

place for the protection of members,
employees and the general public. This
policy type is standard among electric
urilities.

With the Advanced Metering
Infrastructure (AMI) system

implemented across LCE, this policy
will minimize line crew responses

to reported outages due to the fault
detection features of LCP’s AMI
system.

Regarding costs associated with ourage
response, certain fees accompany

this policy for crews dispatched to
outages concerning unreported meter
removals.

More information can be found at
|:akecnunIr_'_.flmwencmp}ﬁmrr.lrﬁmp
Service=Meter Removal From Socker.
Licensed electricians can submit a
removal authorization request via
webform on the LCP website at
https://lakecountrypower.coop/meter-
TE‘ITITIO\";I]-I“E‘IET-H}CI{EL

Operations & Engineering Policy
614 summary:

* A Minnesota licensed electrician
{contractor or member) will be
allowed 1o unseal and remove
a meter but must notify Lake
Country Power before work is
started.

*  Upon request from a member,
Lake Country Power employees

will safely secure (or restore) a
service within 3 business days.
Lake Country Power will safely
de-energize (or re-energize) the
service at no additiun::F cost

[ IhE |'|'.|'E|'|'.||.1E]— ll[]dET Cf‘rr.'-li“
circumstances.

Should Lake Country Power
respond to an unreported meter
removal, the member will be
charged at the rates set forth by
Finance and Administration
]’ﬂ|ir:_}' 417. 10

MEMBER APPRECIATION DAYS

IN AUGUST

From 11 a.m to 1:30 p.m.

lakecountrypower.coop

COHASSET
SERVICE CENTER

5 2600 Biar Ridge Drivie

2024

MOUNTAIN IRON
SERVICE CENTER

3 8535 Park Ridge Drive

KETTLE RIVER
SERVICE CENTER

N goBs Highaay 73

For co-op members served by Lake Country Power

COME SEE LAKE COUNTRY POWER IN DULUTH

P The 2024 North Country EV Show & Tell Event is set for 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, September 7, at Bayfront Festival Park in Duluth, once again joining the city's Harvest
Festival this year as part of the energy fair. Admission is free and parking is $10.
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N Bucket truck rides!

X Bounce house and kids (7-13) giveasays!
3 Visit with employees at a picnic lunch!
a5 One LCP gallon bucket per memberehip!




Lake Country Power recently welcomed four new employees.
Please join us to welcome them to the co-op family!

Welcome to Lake Country Power

Jamie Doboesenski started March 29 as a

consumer account representative 1 in Kerde River

Kaden (Mesen joined the co-op on Aprl 10 asan
apprentice lineworker IT in Mountain Iron.

Todd Rautio started at LCP on May 16 as
SYSECIMS SUpport s!mciafisr in Cohasser,

Luke Dewey will be with the Co-op this summer
asa ELLﬂil}' maintenance intern in Kertle River,

RECIPE CORNER

MA’'S SUGAR COOKIES

How much does it :

cost to refurbish From the .
N one line OCR? Kitchen of:
— Yvonne Peterson,
— @ Cromwell
h
& s 1 cup powdered «  1tsp. vanilla
= sugar s 4% cups flour
E 1oupwhitesugar = 3 tsp, salt
S A)s210 C) $1,100 hpnion) - imes
E ¥ cup oil tartar

B) $8,060 D) $2,500

2 eggs

Cream sugar and butter together; add the oil, eggs and
vanilla. the flour, salt, soda and cream of
tartar. Add flour mixture to creamed ingredients. Roll
ey Wity Tty DNt clnes Ao 1 s, Bk
w in sugar, Bake
8 to 10 minutes in a 375-degree oven until decently
browned. Yields 7 dozen..
am Ln:r:_Jrnrq when
ppen, like branches
Ly

&h’rﬂ 1mw:umm Power, Al Eitor, B35 Park Ridge Drwve, Wownlan I,

hm.@mrﬁ ey s preked n s, youl recive 2 55 et
mmrm mﬁmmwmmmm

i 'r‘||::| a line
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Lake Country Power embodies the co-op spirit

As I read about the 14 linemen taking part in the National cooperative’s employees do across the region and beyond.
Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s (NRECA)
International Program, induding Lake While these Minnesota and lowa linemen were preparing to

Country Powers Ben Hoyt, | was
bmught ]JH.L""; Lo LI]C i]'l"ll.'.ﬂ.]]'l-ill](.'f E}E“-'r'h}"
l'L'I.]"AI L'](.'l'.'[l'](.' U’.Jl]PLT-':I.Li"f'L‘h Ei]]’]’l’ll’d 'cl]"ld
how they continue to shape the world.

power up a rural village and schoolhouse in Guatemala, our
EIT'I[JIU}T.'L‘:!? ﬂl'ld I'I'.I'.':]'.I"ll.](.'rﬁ were oult L']i'.'ﬂ]"lil'.lg upd state P’Jrk.
helping host a baseball dlinic for area youth, volunteering at
a local VFW and linemen were responding to storm damage
with the safery and efficiency they're known to display.
Almost 100 years ago, when investor-
owned utilities couldnt find enough
profit to run electricity to rural areas, it
Walh lht 'F“:UP]L'.' \"n"hU E;.:lrmr:d lhl‘: Co-0ps
that would make a difference in the

The spirit of the cooperative model is strong ar Lake Councry
Power. Its people are helping grow communities together,
Erow lht E-IJL'Llﬂ'.' If-il.dl'_‘ﬂi UI.LhiS CUUIJ‘:“I.LE"EC HI'I'I'J S-Pft'ﬂd [I]E
foundations that LCP and electric cooperatives were built on,

communities they lived in by purtting By Mike to people all over the world.

poles in the ground and getting service o FORSMAN

their neighbors. District 2 Director When I reflect on all this cooperative does, I think of the
question Ben Hoyt posed to himself before leaving for

"The cooperative model has withstood Guartemala about what he wanted to be remembered for

the test of time, and through efforts like the NRECA in this life. Whar do we as board direcrors, employees and

International Program, the co-op world is expanding its members want to be remembered for?

impact to people across the globe.

The answer is what the cooperative model strives to be at its
It brings me a lot of pride to serve and represent Lake best: “Do good things, help people our.” Il
Country Power and its members when [ see the good that the

Tracy Peterson Wirtanen, CFO, graduates from the Management
Internship Program

Tracy Peterson Wirtanen, chief financial officer at Lake
Country Power, received recognition on May 23, 2024,
for completing the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association’s (NRECA) Robert I. Kabat Management
Internship Program (MIP). Peterson Wirtanen is one of
only a few electric utility CFOs who will graduate from the
Management Internship Program this year.

MIP is an intensive six-week program in electric urility
management offered in conjunction with the University
of Wisconsin, Madison; designed to challenge and educate
in new, innovative management techniques. The program
guides participants through all facets of the electric utility
industry, including the many changes occurring throughout
the nation, whj]cni:ocusing on the unique principles that
govern operations of electric cooperatives. P Tracy Peterson Wirtanen, left, receives her plague for
completion of the Management Internship Program from Gary
Pfann, NRECA's Director of Executive and Staff Education.

Only rural electric cooperative CEOs and top-level
management participate in the program. This allows greater

emphasis of studv on management and |1'_‘z’l|‘.|ﬂ1“:hlp CI"L"L"C]‘Lgﬁ-}, Peterson Wirtanen has been with Lake CUI.III[T}" Power
and the aspects {::fmlwumcr-mvn{'mhip that cooperatives since 2014 and has completed one of the most exclusive
enjoy. Participants focus on member value as part of management development programs in the nation for
day-to-day decision making. electric cooperatives. M
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Condensed Board Minutes

April 30,2024 « Regular Monthly Meeting

THE FOLLOWING REPORTS
WERE GIVEN:

President Olson reported that he received
member calls regarding outages and that

he referred a few calls to General Manager

Bakk. Olson reminded directors to review
Policy Mo. 107 regarding meetings that
qualify for per diems versus mileage only.

THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS
WERE TAKEN:

Approved holding the 2025 Lake Country
Power Annual Meeting on April 24, 2025,
at the Reif Center in Grand Rapids.
Registration will begin at 5 p.m. and
business meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Authorized General Manager Bakk to be

General Manager Bakk reported that

he attended the April Member Manager
Group meeting, which focused on
dimmié‘%fsreat River Energy’s rate
design efforts. He said GRE plans to
increase its annual Operation Round

Up contributions in 2024, Bakk also
reported that he facilitated a safety panel
discussion for the Minnesota/Wisconsin

the representative and signatory and
resolving to comply with all instructions
regarding a funding application under the
Inflation Reduction Act.

Reviewed the results of the board district
survey. Average district membership in
February 2024 was 4,892 and districts
were within the 10% change requirement,
therefore no changes to board district

P Patty Maki of Gilbert photogra%hed these
retty 5uInﬂ0wEr5 and sunset’at Owl Forest
arm in Iron.

Finance Manager group. boundaries were necessary. The districts -~
will be surveyed again in 2025. cn_op cuntacts
Editbn-:s Nc?te: Thes:lektf-:ard minutes have beeg cmrgellsed. Afull c&gl,' q]fl the goardl minutes Mark Bakk, 800-421-9959
t A it g ® Cooperative.” t
for acoess If you haven't aircady. Or call 800-421-0950 for & printed copy. oer Fisrger KRN 2008
Jason Long, 218-240-9611
District 1 jlong@lcp.coop
energy eFFiciency TIP OF THE MONTH ichsd Pormamn;  SARSeRaTE
District 2 mforsman@lcp.coop
Placing heat sources, such as lamps, computers or TVs, near your thermostat can result in false Steve Raukar 218-066-0298
temperature readings, increased energy use and inconsistent cooling/heating. Make sure your District 3 ! sraukar@lcp.coop
thermostat is installed in an area clear of obstructions, electronic devices, direct sunlight and drafts.
Ensuring your thermastat is free from these types of interferences optimizes energy efficiency, improves | Jeff Sheldon, _218-398-6104
indoor comfort and reduces wear and tear on your cooling/heating system. Source: eneray.gov District 4 Jsheldon1@icp.coop
Robert Bruckbauer, 218-290-8729
District 5 rbruckbaver@lcp.coop
Daniel Kingsley, 218-259-7366
o " ,
BY THE NUMBERS | May 2024 Dot © dingaey 01 coop
Craig Olson, 218-393-2276
District 7 colson@lcp.coop
Brian Mapstad, 218-485-1528
viewed al i oo : District 8 bnapstad@lcp.coop
Larry Anderson, 218-428-2722
District 9 landersoni@icp.coop

Directors are members of the cooperative
and are elected to act in the best interests
of the co-op with the same care that an

o — 2024 2023 @ ordinarily prudent person in a like position
“"_ l;; . 305:1-_1 ,,;w AT SR ; would exercise under similar circumstances.
- - urcha: cBr * : .
(=] L : Directors set policy, approve strategy and
- - = © D"'E;;f,_‘;:""“ $19.342504  sw7Iazs | YTD kWh SOLD are charged with fiduciary responsibility of
o =0 o e : the cooperative. Directors do not oversee
S F4 & Bt oo, WITA41ZT $42718.59 3 1 1 . 4 04 , 406 day-to-day LCP operations. Administration of

maintenance, electric service and operations

YTDOPERATINGREVENUE are the responsibility of employees and staff.

TOTALMARGINS - Utility Plant (Net
"‘ y __L_( )

$7.251,944 o
| | | TT

Members with questions or concerns about
service, billing, outages or other service-
related matters should call 1-800-421-9959.

Newsline
Published monthly by Lake Country Power
B535 Park Ridge Drive, Mountain Iron, MN 55768
Editor: Jerry Burnes = jburnes@icp.coop
Lake Country Power Service Centers:

51,346

. ACTIVE
Opacating $64M0Z5  S5896881 © X era i
s RN | $306,067,433 | o

Margine SB15.621 5530,678 ; : This Institution ks an equal opportunity provicder and employer.

 GHoBA |
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